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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR THE ARMED FORCES MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 11th OCTOBER 2017

Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Armed Forces military covenant.

Merchant Navy Day 2017

The Red Duster was raised across the borough for Merchant Navy Day

Merchant Navy Day is to honour the brave men and women who kept the ‘Island 
Nation’ afloat during both World Wars, and celebrated its dependence on modern 
day merchant seafarers who are responsible for 95% of the UK’s imports.
 
“It is right that we celebrate the role of a fleet whose men and women braved 
perilous journeys across the Atlantic and Arctic during the world wars, and whose 
ships sail the globe today bearing the famous colours. In times of conflict and in 
times of peace, the Merchant Navy plays a vital and heroic role in helping to protect 
our freedoms and liberty.”

Pastoral and Veterans Welfare Support
Our pastoral role continues to grow and flourish with events like the weekly Armed 
Forces breakfast where veterans come for a cuppa and a chat – I take this 
opportunity to pay tribute to our Partners RBH and Link4Life who have supported 
numerous caseworks since my last report where their intervention and 
understanding to resolve issues has resulted in positive outcomes.

Pakistan Defence Day
I attended and paid tribute to all the Armed Forces Personnel that had paid the 
ultimate sacrifice and gave their lives in the defence of their Country. 

In Great Britain, the Highest Military Award is the VC or Victoria Cross.

In Pakistan, the equivalent is the Nishan-e-Haider or Order of Haider (meaning 
"Order of the Lion").

It is Awarded "to those who have performed acts of greatest heroism or most 
conspicuous courage in circumstances of extreme danger and have shown bravery 
of the highest order or devotion to the country, in the presence of the enemy on 
land, at sea or in the air. 

“Valour and Courage know not Colour nor Creed nor Country”



Henry Hill Close
21st October 1917, the Architect of St Joseph`s Parish Church in Heywood was killed in action after 
being shot down over the Somme.

Heywood will unveil new Heritage street signage on 21st October 2017 in remembrance of Capt. Henry 
Oswald William Hill MC exactly 100 years to the day he paid the ultimate sacrifice.

Ark Royal Avenue
I am presently working with Castleton Councillors to shortly replace with 
appropriate Heritage style street signage in Honour of all those that served on HMS 
Ark Royal.

And also, to recognise all those that worked at Whipp and Bourne who supplied the 
Ark Royal with switch gear. 

Councillor Alan McCarthy
LEAD MEMBER FOR THE ARMED FORCES 

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Armed Forces.


